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sewage treatment

CODIFICATION

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, comprising
this chapter, was originally enacted by act June 30,
1948, ch. 758, 62 Stat. 1155, and amended by acts July 17,
1952, ch. 927, 66 Stat. 755; July 9, 1956, ch. 518, §§1, 2, 70
Stat. 498-507; June 25, 1959, Pub. L. 86-70, 73 Stat. 141;
July 12, 1960, Pub. L. 86-624, 74 Stat. 411; July 20, 1961,
Pub. L. 87-88, 75 Stat. 204; Oct. 2, 1965, Pub. L. 89-234, 79
Stat. 903; Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89-753, 80 Stat. 1246; Apr.
3, 1970, Pub. L. 91-224, 84 Stat. 91; Dec. 31, 1970, Pub. L.
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91-611, 84 Stat. 1818; July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92-50, 85 Stat.
124; Oct. 13, 1971, Pub. L. 92-137, 85 Stat. 379; Mar. 1,
1972, Pub. L. 92-240, 86 Stat. 47, and was formerly classi-
fied first to section 466 et seq. of this title and later to
section 1151 et seq. of this title. The act is shown here-
in, however, as having been added by Pub. L. 92-500
without reference to such intervening amendments be-
cause of the extensive amendment, reorganization, and
expansion of the act’s provisions by Pub. L. 92-500.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 59n-1, 1272,
1293a, 1375a, 1402, 1414b, 1502, 1503, 2317, 2601, 2602, 2801 of
this title; title 7 section 1926a; title 10 section 2704; title
16 sections 460zz-2, 460111, 4711, 1456, 4711; title 18 section
1956; title 22 section 277d-43; title 26 section 169; title 30
sections 201, 1242, 1251, 1253, 1292, 1303, 1419; title 40 sec-
tion 14507; title 42 sections 300h-6, 300h-7, 300j-13,
300j-14, 2022, 4363a, 4365, 4370c, 4905, 5153, 6901, 6905, 6907,
6949, 7412, 8302, 9601, 9603, 9604, 9621, 10341; title 43 sec-
tions 421h, 1474b-1, 1577, 1595, 1597; title 49 section 47102.

SUBCHAPTER I—RESEARCH AND RELATED
PROGRAMS

§1251. Congressional declaration of goals and
policy

(a) Restoration and maintenance of chemical,
physical and biological integrity of Nation’s
waters; national goals for achievement of ob-
jective

The objective of this chapter is to restore and
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological
integrity of the Nation’s waters. In order to
achieve this objective it is hereby declared that,
consistent with the provisions of this chapter—

(1) it is the national goal that the discharge
of pollutants into the navigable waters be
eliminated by 1985;

(2) it is the national goal that wherever at-
tainable, an interim goal of water quality
which provides for the protection and propaga-
tion of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provides
for recreation in and on the water be achieved
by July 1, 1983;

(3) it is the national policy that the dis-
charge of toxic pollutants in toxic amounts be
prohibited;

(4) it is the national policy that Federal fi-
nancial assistance be provided to construct
publicly owned waste treatment works;

() it is the national policy that areawide
waste treatment management planning proc-
esses be developed and implemented to assure
adequate control of sources of pollutants in
each State;

(6) it is the national policy that a major re-
search and demonstration effort be made to
develop technology necessary to eliminate the
discharge of pollutants into the navigable wa-
ters, waters of the contiguous zone, and the
oceans; and

(7) it is the national policy that programs
for the control of nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion be developed and implemented in an expe-
ditious manner so as to enable the goals of
this chapter to be met through the control of
both point and nonpoint sources of pollution.

(b) Congressional recognition, preservation, and
protection of primary responsibilities and
rights of States

It is the policy of the Congress to recognize,
preserve, and protect the primary responsibil-
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ities and rights of States to prevent, reduce, and
eliminate pollution, to plan the development
and use (including restoration, preservation, and
enhancement) of land and water resources, and
to consult with the Administrator in the exer-
cise of his authority under this chapter. It is the
policy of Congress that the States manage the
construction grant program under this chapter
and implement the permit programs under sec-
tions 1342 and 1344 of this title. It is further the
policy of the Congress to support and aid re-
search relating to the prevention, reduction, and
elimination of pollution and to provide Federal
technical services and financial aid to State and
interstate agencies and municipalities in con-
nection with the prevention, reduction, and
elimination of pollution.

(c) Congressional policy toward Presidential ac-

tivities with foreign countries

It is further the policy of Congress that the
President, acting through the Secretary of State
and such national and international organiza-
tions as he determines appropriate, shall take
such action as may be necessary to insure that
to the fullest extent possible all foreign coun-
tries shall take meaningful action for the pre-
vention, reduction, and elimination of pollution
in their waters and in international waters and
for the achievement of goals regarding the
elimination of discharge of pollutants and the
improvement of water quality to at least the
same extent as the United States does under its
laws.

(d) Administrator of Environmental Protection
Agency to administer chapter

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
chapter, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (hereinafter in this
chapter called ‘‘Administrator’) shall admin-
ister this chapter.

(e) Public participation in development, revision,
and enforcement of any regulation, etc.

Public participation in the development, revi-
sion, and enforcement of any regulation, stand-
ard, effluent limitation, plan, or program estab-
lished by the Administrator or any State under
this chapter shall be provided for, encouraged,
and assisted by the Administrator and the
States. The Administrator, in cooperation with
the States, shall develop and publish regulations
specifying minimum guidelines for public par-
ticipation in such processes.

(f) Procedures utilized for implementing chapter

It is the national policy that to the maximum
extent possible the procedures utilized for im-
plementing this chapter shall encourage the
drastic minimization of paperwork and inter-
agency decision procedures, and the best use of
available manpower and funds, so as to prevent
needless duplication and unnecessary delays at
all levels of government.

(g) Authority of States over water

It is the policy of Congress that the authority
of each State to allocate quantities of water
within its jurisdiction shall not be superseded,
abrogated or otherwise impaired by this chap-
ter. It is the further policy of Congress that
nothing in this chapter shall be construed to su-



